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fossil fuel age. I led a delegation of 
nine members to China; we spent New 
Year’s Eve in Shanghai. They began 
their discussion of energy by talking 
about post-oil. Post-oil. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish our guys got it as well as they. 

We might give a break to these 
youngsters by cutting fuel and metal 
consumption so as to provide a safe 
margin for the necessary adjustments 
which eventually must be made in a 
world without fossil fuels. There will 
be a world without fossil fuels. 

I have a few charts on conservation. 
California uses 65 as much electricity 
as we use; hard to argue they don’t live 
as well as we. The next chart is a really 
interesting one. It shows the enormous 
potential for saving energy with light-
ing. And the incandescant bulb, we use 
that for brooding our chickens because 
90 percent of all the energy is heat. 
Fluorescents are very much more effi-
cient. Same amount of light from all of 
these, by the way. But look at the light 
emitting diodes, LEDs, over there; very 
little heat produced. Get an LED flash-
light, you will forget when you put bat-
teries in it, they just last and last. 

The next chart is a really interesting 
one. I wish it were in living color so 
it’s a little sexier to look at. This 
shows how satisfied one is with life 
compared to how much energy you use. 
Satisfaction with life here, how much 
energy you use there. Obviously we are 
way out there to the right. There we 
are, USA. But notice, there are 20- 
something countries that are as happy 
or happier with life than we are who 
use less energy than we. We don’t need 
to use as much energy as we use to feel 
good about life. 

The next chart is a really interesting 
one. It shows us the huge challenge 
that we have. And 85 percent of all of 
our energy comes from fossil fuels, 
only 15 percent of it from something 
else. And a bit more than half of that 
from nuclear. And 7 percent, and by the 
way, in 2000 our solar was 1 percent of 
7 percent, which is .07 percent. It’s been 
growing rapidly. It may now be .5 per-
cent. But that’s still a tiny, tiny per-
centage. 

The next chart, I just want to look 
very quickly at something which has 
been in the press recently. And I have 
a couple of articles here I want to refer 
to very quickly. This is the energy that 
goes into producing corn. And if you 
see down here, almost half the energy 
that goes into producing corn comes 
from natural gas, and natural gas is a 
fossil fuel. There was a study done by 
the National Academy of Sciences, and 
then two of the authors there of that 
study wrote an article for the Wash-
ington Post, and it was March 25 of this 
year. And in both of these, in both the 
paper, and I have the paper here from 
the National Academy of Sciences and 
here is the article that was in the 
Washington Post. They point out that 
if we use all of our corn for ethanol, all 
of it, and discounted it for the fossil 
fuel input, it would displace 2.4 percent 
of our gasoline, only about one-fourth, 

less than one-fourth, one-fifth, they 
have 80 percent fossil fuel input. They 
noted that you can save that much gas 
by tuning up your car and putting air 
in the tires. 

A lot of people today are focused on 
soybeans and diesel. They said, and 
this is National Academy of Sciences, 
if we use all of our soybeans for diesel, 
it would displace 6 percent of our die-
sel. And if you discounted it for the 
fossil fuel input, and it’s much more ef-
ficient producing biodiesel from soy-
beans, that 6 percent shrinks to 2.9 per-
cent. Well, both of these are trifling. 
And obviously we’re not going to turn 
all of our corn into ethanol and all of 
our soybeans into diesel. But if we did, 
it would displace, what, 2.4 percent of 
our gasoline and 2.9 percent of our soy-
beans. We have huge challenges. 

And the next chart is really inter-
esting. When people tell you, don’t 
worry about energy, we have all this 
coal, 250 years at current use rate. It’s 
true. Grow only 2 percent, remember 
that compound growth? It shrinks to 75 
years. Use some of it to convert it to 
gas of oil, you have now shrunk to 50 
years. And remember, in today’s world 
there is no way not to share your en-
ergy with the world because energy is 
bought and sold on a world market. So 
if we share our 50 years with the world, 
it’s now 121⁄2 years of coal energy, with 
only 2 percent growth in the use of 
coal. Think about it for a moment. 

The next chart, and we will come 
here to the floor again and we will 
spend the whole time talking about 
this one, because we have a huge chal-
lenge. I’m really very enthusiastic 
about challenges. There is no exhilara-
tion like the exileration of meeting 
and overcoming a big challenge, and 
boy have we got one in this energy. We 
are the most creative, innovative soci-
ety in the world, and with proper moti-
vation, I think we can do it. But we 
need to understand the challenge be-
fore us, and that’s when I will come to 
the floor again. And we’re going to talk 
about all of these, the finite sources, 
the nuclear sources and all of these re-
newables. What is realistic to expect to 
get from them? Is there a silver bullet 
out there? I’ll tell you now, except for 
one, the only silver bullet out there is 
nuclear fusion. I don’t see any other 
silver bullet. And the chances of them 
getting nuclear fusion I think are 
about the same as the chances of you 
solving your personal economic prob-
lems by winning the lottery; great if it 
happens, but don’t mortgage the ranch, 
don’t bet it on happening. 

I would just like to end with a very 
interesting quote from Hyman Rick-
over. ‘‘High energy consumption has 
always been a prerequisite of political 
power. The tendency is for political 
power to be concentrated in an ever 
smaller number of countries. Ulti-
mately, the nation which controls the 
largest energy resources will become 
dominant. If we give thought to the 
problem of energy resources, if we act 
wisely and in time to conserve what we 

have and prepare well for the necessary 
future changes, we shall ensure this 
dominant position for our own coun-
try.’’ 

This, Admiral Rickover says, is a 
huge challenge for us today, with only 
2 percent of the known reserves, using 
25 percent of the world’s oil and im-
porting about two-thirds of what we 
use. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I yield back 
with the promise that I will come to 
the floor again and spend the whole 
time talking about the enormous chal-
lenges we have and the satisfactions 
that we will achieve as a nation when 
we do it, in spite of the difficulty. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio (at the request of 

Mr. HOYER) for today. 
Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr. 

HOYER) for today and the balance of 
the week. 

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today, on account of official 
business in district. 

Mr. CUELLAR (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today, on account of in-
clement weather. 

Mr. CARTER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today, on account of trav-
el delays. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and 
June 26 and 27, on account of illness in 
the family. 

Mr. PAUL (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today, on account of trav-
el delays. 

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today, on account of trav-
el delays. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND (at the request of 
Mr. BOEHNER) for today, on account of 
illness in the family. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today and June 26, 27, 28, and 29. 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, on June 28. 
f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 
A bill of the Senate of the following 

title was taken from the Speaker’s 
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